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PHOENIX DEER VALLEY AIRPORT
Spring 2018 Newsletter

Hello and welcome to the 
inaugural edition of the 
Phoenix Deer Valley Airport 
(DVT) newsletter! This 
quarterly publication will 
be used to provide tenants 
and stakeholders with 
updates on airport projects, 
safety tips, staff spotlights, 
and general information 
about various initiatives 
and events at the airport.

First, let’s take a look at some important airport 
improvement projects at DVT:

Run Up Area Construction Project
The 2015 Airport Master Plan Update identified 
the need for an additional taxiway here at DVT. 

This new taxiway will help us solve a couple of 
issues. It will allow us to move the run up areas 
on Taxiway C to their correct location, and then 
also allow us to move the hold bars that are 
south of runway 7R/25L to their correct location. 
This new taxiway will be called Taxiway D. 

Construction will be divided into three phases 
and will take several years to complete. The first 
phase of construction will be the addition of new 
run up areas on the east and west ends that will 
initially be tied in to Taxiway C. This phase kicked 
off on March 5th with work on the east end. 

It will take until early June to complete the run up 
areas on the east end, then we’ll shift over to the 
west end. 

Work in this area will likely take until the first part 
of September. This will give us six (6) new run 
up areas on either end of Taxiway C, for a total 
of twelve (12). The second phase of the project, 
which we hope will begin in early 2021, will be to 
construct Taxiway D from the new run up areas 
on the west end all the way to what will be D11. 

For now, we’ll have to terminate Taxiway D at 
D11 until such time as we can relocate the Police 
Air Support Unit building. Once that has been 
accomplished, Taxiway D can be 
completed full-length (see photos on page 3).

West Perimeter Road Reconstruction
As I’m sure many of you are aware, the West 
Perimeter Road has exceeded its useful life. We 
have had a new road designed utilizing improved 
drainage, as well as the same soil stabilization 
techniques that we have used in other asphalt 
projects throughout the airport (Taxiway A, A6 
& A8 connectors, North Ramp, etc.). Work was 
scheduled to commence on this project on March 
20th, but due to circumstances beyond the city’s 
control, it has been delayed. In order to 
de-conflict potential construction issues with 
the Run Up Area Construction Project, we’ll 
now need to wait until that project has been 
completed before we begin work on the West 
Perimeter Road Project.

Ed Faron 
Airport Manager 
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New Signage
The monument/wayfinding sign at the main 
airport entrance from Deer Valley Road was 
struck by a vehicle and was damaged beyond 
repair. We seized this as an opportunity to 
have a new, more modern sign, designed. 
We contracted with an architectural firm who 
created several designs, one of which rose 
to the top. The sign pictured to the right is a 
conceptual drawing of the sign, which is now 
under construction. 

The new design features all-aluminum 
construction and incorporates features that 
we hope will prevent, or at least minimize, future vehicular damage. The sign will sit atop a slab of 
concrete and will be protected by large boulders placed in front of it. Fabrication is expected to take 
two-three months, so we hope to have the new sign in place by summer.

In parallel with the sign described above, we are also having several educational signs fabricated for 
use on the observation deck on the terminal. 

The observation deck is a very popular feature 
of the airport (not so much in the summer), 
so we thought we’d capitalize on the fact that 
since we have a captive audience there, we 
might as well try to educate our visitors on 
some of the sights that they’ll see while they’re 
at the airport. 
They’ll learn about runways/taxiways, tower, 
and the types of aircraft that they’ll likely see 
at the airport. Just like our monument sign, 
these signs are expected to be in place by 
summer.

Employee Recognition
Next, I’d like to take a moment to recognize a couple of airport employees. For those of you who 
have been around DVT for a while, you likely know Manual “Gabby” Gabaldon. Practically an icon 
around the airport, Gabby recently retired from the City of Phoenix after a very long and successful 
career. We wish Gabby, and his family, a very long and happy retirement! 

Also, I’d like to recognize Tara Creel-Cesena, General Manager of Cutter Aviation at DVT. In a recent 
survey conducted by Aviation International News, Tara was recognized for going above and beyond 
in the area of customer service! This is a remarkable achievement and one that is not easily earned. 
Please congratulate Tara the next time you see her.

That’s all for now. Fly safe and hope to see you around the airport!
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Run Up Area Construction Project
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David Bishop has recently been promoted to 
Aviation Supervisor II on the DVT team. 

David began his career in aviation as a line 
technician at Cutter Aviation, where he really 
enjoyed the hustle and bustle of line service. 
Working in Airport Operations is a dream come 
true for David as he is finally working at the 
airport that he grew up visiting. 

David began his career with the City of Phoenix 
at Deer Valley Airport in 2013 as an Airport 
Operations Technician and quickly moved up to a 
Supervisor I position on night shift. 

In his new role as a Supervisor II, his primary 
responsibility is to ensure the safety and 
security of the airport while providing excellent 
customer service to our tenants and visitors. 
Some of David’s other duties include emergency 
response, construction oversight, issuing 
NOTAMS, rule and regulation enforcement, and 
giving tours to groups such as schools and Girl 
and Boy Scouts.  

Working at DVT is always different and 
engaging, and he learns something new every 
day. David’s dad is a pilot, so he grew up with a 
love of aviation. In fact, he was born and raised 
in Phoenix and spent most of his childhood here 
at Deer Valley Airport with his dad.  

David is one of three kids and is the proud father 
of one son and pit bull pup named Bruce Wayne. 
His favorite aircraft are the Citation X Jet and the 
Turbo Commander.

If you see David around the airport, please stop 
him to say “hello” and congratulate him on his 
new position.

DVT Staff Spotlight
By: Kim Siebert
DVT Administrative Assistant 
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Sibran Fuel
By: Dan Olsen
Sibran President 
It is hard to believe that Sibran - Deer Valley is already in its 10th year of operating the 24/7 Avgas 
self-serve at the Deer Valley Airport. Through all of this time, we have always endeavored to deliver 
the best quality fuel, safely, to the pilots of Deer Valley at a very competitive price. 

In the spirit of continuous improvement, Sibran recently made a significant investment in a 
completely new Credit Card Terminal machine. This new machine has a very nice color display 
and has Internet-based communications vs. the telephone dial-up communications of the original 
terminal. The result for our customer is that credit card authorizations now take 3-5 seconds rather 
than 60-90 seconds. The feedback from our customers has been very positive.

Within the airport industry, many of us say that 
an airport is like a construction zone where 
aircraft take off and land. In many cases, this is 
not far off from the truth. At DVT, we often have 
ongoing construction projects and maintenance 
activities taking place. 

These projects are critical for the expansion of 
airport facilities, to accommodate airport growth/
operations, and to comply with FAA regulations 
and changes. 

As a pilot, it is critical that we take abundant time to plan and prepare before we take flight, and 
even more so while taxiing and operating at an airport with construction activities underway. 
According to the FAA, more than 80% of pilot caused incursions occur while taxiing to 
the departure runway. 

With that being said, there are several tools and resources a pilot should use when pre-flight 
planning. The following checklist is provided by the FAA under their “Best Practices for AIRFIELD 
SAFETY publication, under Pre-Flight Planning:
 
1. Review and understand airfield signage and markings.
2. Review the appropriate airport diagrams. Review any Hot Spots identified on the diagram. Print 

a copy for use in the cockpit.
3. Review airfield NOTAMS and current ATIS for any taxiway closures, runway closures, 

construction activity, or other airfield specific risks.
4. Brief any passengers on the importance to minimize discussions, questions, and conversation 

during taxi (maintain a “sterile cockpit”).

To access the full “Best Practices for AIRFIELD SAFETY” publication and other resources for pilots, 
please visit www.faa.gov.

Safety Tip
By: Joel Quinn
Assistant Airport Manager 
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As a way to keep fuel prices as low as possible for 
the pilots of Deer Valley, Sibran is offering a pre-pay 
discount program — essentially a pre-paid “gift card” 
system where pilots can put money on account and be 
issued a private card to access their credit.  

Pilots who sign up for this program recieve a .20/gal 
discount on fuel. For more information or for questions 
about 24/7 self-serve Avgas at DVT, please email me at 
dan@sibran.com

Team Work 
By: Travis Tisdale
Air Traffic Manager Deer Valley ATCT

Aviation is one of the most unforgiving lines 
of business when it comes to mistakes. Many 
of the rules pilots and controllers live by came 
about because of an incident or accident 
where one or many lost their lives. We have 
redundancies in the system we use to try and 
mitigate the likelihood of an accident occurring. 

The United States has the safest Air Traffic 
System in the world. Some may say that is 
because we have the best Air Traffic Controllers 
in the world. Others may say that it is because 
we have the best pilots in the world. The answer 
is, we have the best “Air Traffic Team” in the 
world. By “Team,” I mean the airport, pilots and 
controllers working together to ensure the safest 
outcome. Air traffic is not all about the controller 
with the booming voice giving orders to pilots, 
telling them what to do. It’s not about the pilot in 
command saying, “I’m in charge of this aircraft 
and I will do what I want.”

It’s about all of us working together toward a 
common goal. Pilots advise us of things such as 
icing and turbulence which we pass along to the 
aircraft that who encounter the same thing. We 
issue traffic so pilots are not left to wonder what 
another aircraft is doing. 

Controllers let a pilot know the aircraft in front 
of them is a full-stop so they give them that little 
bit of extra room to clear the runway before 
they land. A pilot advises controllers when they 
hear an ELT and controllers start the process of 
pinpointing its location getting other facilities and 
aircraft involved. 

The point I’m making is, it takes team work to 
get things done safely. If there is ever a time 
when you, as a pilot, do not understand an 
instruction, then ask a question. Don’t assume. 
If you call inbound and a controller gives you 
an instruction which doesn’t make sense, verify 
the instruction. Make it a point to listen to the 
frequency as you approach the airport so you 
have a better understanding of what is occurring 
and what you might expect. Listen to the ATIS 
and be prepared. 
 
Deer Valley is the busiest VFR tower in the 
country and the 19th busiest airport in the 
country when compared to places like Atlanta 
and Chicago. The reason we are able to do 
what we do at Deer Valley is because of the 
cooperation between the Airport, pilots and 
controllers. As a team, we make Deer Valley one 
of the best airports in the country.
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On Saturday March 31st, Cutter Aviation hosted our 4th Annual BBQ on our ramp at DVT. This 
event was very well-attended, and I would like to thank the numerous DVT tenants and stakeholders 
who took the time to stop by and enjoy a hotdog and a soda with us. We’ll do it again next year! 

As many of you can attest, things have been very busy at Cutter this Spring. On any given day, a 
wide-variety of aircraft can be seen on our ramp. Aircraft ranging from single-engine piston aircraft, 
to Gulfstream and Global Express jets are commonplace. Much of our success can be attributed 
to our dedication to delivering world-class customer service. Here is a recent comment received 
through AirNav:

From David Sanders on March 27:
“One of the BEST FBOs I have had the privilege of using. Same experience every time whether I need 
fuel or not. I just email them and fly in. Car is ready, plane is all fueled, and it’s that easy!”

Some exciting 
news from our 
Sky Harbor 
facility, Cutter 
Aviation 
was recently 
appointed as 
the Authorized 
Pilatus Sales 
and Service 
Center for the 
Southwest 
United States. 
Cutter joins 
an award-
winning network 
providing sales 
and service for 
the PC-12NG 
and PC-24 
Super Versatile 

Jet. Will Cutter, President and CEO of Cutter Aviation, stated, “We are honored to become part of 
one of the finest aviation manufacturer organizations in the world. We look forward to a long lasting 
relationship with Pilatus Aircraft.”

Lastly, as a friendly reminder, Cutter Aviation is a Phillips 66 Aviation fuel provider. If you sign up for 
a Phillips 66 Avcard, you will receive an additional $0.10 off of every gallon of fuel you purchase. 
You can also use this card at other Phillips 66 providers and receive the same discount. Plus, this 
gives you the opportunity to earn double WingPoints! 

Cutter Aviation
By: Tara Creel-Cesena
General Manager 
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702 W. Deer Valley Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85027

deervalleyairport.com


