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PHOENIX DEER VALLEY AIRPORT
Summer 2018 Newsletter

I’d like to take a moment to thank you all for the positive feedback on the 
inaugural edition of this newsletter. The response was tremendous and very 
encouraging! Thanks for taking the time to let us know your thoughts about 
the newsletter. Additionally, if you have any questions about the airport or an 
interesting idea for a newsletter article, please feel free to send them to me and I’ll 
try to incorporate them into a future newsletter.

Ed Faron 
Airport Manager

Greetings from DVT!

The first phase of this project, which consisted of the run up areas at the east end of Taxiway 
C, was completed 10 days ahead of schedule at the end of May. The new run up area was 
commissioned and put into use the following day. After a short break to re-mobilize construction 
equipment from the east end to the west end, the project resumed on June 11th on the west end of 
Taxiway C. By the time you read this, a temporary run up area will have been constructed and will be 
available for your use located on Taxiway C between C2 and C3. This second and final phase of the 
project is expected to be completed in September. 

The west perimeter road has exceeded its useful life 
and requires complete replacement. Shortly after the 
Run Up Area Construction Project has been completed, 
we hope to be able to begin the reconstruction of the 
west perimeter road. This project is expected to take 
approximately 10 weeks.

West Perimeter Road 
Reconstruction 

Project

Run Up Area Construction Project
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When the City of Phoenix purchased the airport in 1971, it was a small, single-runway airport. As 
the airport became busier, a second runway was added in the mid-1970s, along with an air traffic 
control tower. Since then, the airport has been steadily growing in size, number of operations, and of 
course, business partners. Through the years, we’ve gained a restaurant, flight schools, fixed base 
operator (FBO), Phoenix Police Air Support, Arizona Game & Fish, and Civil Air Patrol, among others. 
The airport has evolved quite a bit, and continues to evolve.

A Look Back at DVT History

Many DVT tenants fly into and out of the airport on a frequent basis, but may be unware of 
DVT’s interesting history. Did you know that when DVT first opened in 1959, television personality 
Art Linkletter was instrumental in the founding of the airport? Another interesting fact about the 
airport is that aircraft crash testing used to occur here. In 1964, the Federal Aviation Administration 
commissioned a crash test to be conducted by Aviation Safety Engineering & Research. The aircraft, 
a Douglas DC-7, was guided down the runway via remote control and was intentionally crashed into 
a hill, which is now long gone. The purpose of the test was to assess seating arrangements, seat 
belts, fuel tank design, as well as injuries sustained by crash test dummies. Just a few months later in 
September of 1964, a Lockheed Super Constellation met the same fate at the same location.

Total Size: 914 acres

Number of Based Aircraft: 1,090

Annual Operations: 380,000 (and climbing)

Number of T-Hangars: 779 (100% occupancy)

Economic Impact:
  Total # of Jobs: 965 (incl. airport & airpark)
  Economic Activity: $196M annually

CURRENT FACTS AND FIGURES

Deer Valley Airport in 1973.

Aerial shot of Deer Valley in 1968.
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Looking Ahead
The FAA’s Airport Capital Improvement Plan (ACIP) is a tool by which airport grant-funded projects 

are identified and prioritized. It’s a five year look-ahead that is updated annually. DVT’s most-recent 
ACIP meeting occurred in May, and here’s what we’ve got on the horizon:

2020 B3 Relocation
2020 Taxiway D Construction
2021 Relocate Taxiway B & Add B6 & B9 Connectors
2022 Reconstruct & Strengthen 7R/25L
2023 Reconstruct Blast Pads on 7R/25L & Add Blast Pads to 7L/25R
2023 Add North Access Vehicle Road

Please keep in mind that the ACIP is a living document. Projects can, and often do, get shuffled 
around. Consequently, the projects may not necessarily occur in the exact order, or in the exact years, 
listed above.

DVT Safety Videos

Safety is a universal concern for pilots and 
airports alike. In an effort to enhance safety at 
DVT, airport staff partnered with stakeholders to 
produce a set of videos to help pilots become 
familiar with the airport. 

The chapters are arranged as follows:
Chapter 1:  Approaching Phoenix 
                  Deer Valley Airport
Chapter 2: Radio Reporting & 
                  Understanding Traffic
Chapter 3: Operating on the Ground
Chapter 4: Amenities & Services at 
                  Phoenix Deer Valley Airport
Chapter 5: Departing Phoenix Deer Valley Airport

The videos have been divided into categories 
to make them more user-friendly so viewers 
can locate pertinent information quickly. In other 
words, if a pilot only needs to access information 
on departing DVT, he or she doesn’t have to 
sift through information about arrivals, etc., in 
order to find the information. They’re packed with 
information that should be useful to new and well-
seasoned pilots alike. 

I would like to thank following airport partners 
for helping to create these videos:
• Deer Valley Pilots Association  
• Westwind School of Aeronautics
• AeroGuard Flight Training Center  
• Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association
• DVT FAA Control Tower   
• FAA FSDO   
• Aviation Safety Advisory Group

A special “thank you” also goes out to Richard 
Schmidt, President of the Deer Valley Pilots 
Association. Richard’s beautiful Beechcraft Baron 
provided the platform for our videographer to 
capture footage around DVT, as well as various 
locations throughout the Valley. Viewers will 
see some exceptional air-to-ground footage of 
reporting points and hear radio transmissions 
with ATC. These videos would not have been 
possible without Richard’s generosity. 

By: Ed Faron
Airport Manager
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DVT tenants surely know that DVT is a busy airport, but may not know just how busy it really is. 
Through the first five months of 2018, DVT has had 176,469 operations (an operation is a take-off 
or a landing)! That’s busy. To put it into perspective, for the same time period, Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport only had about 8,000 more operations that DVT. This is the busiest first five 
months that DVT has ever recorded. With all this activity, it’s critically important that pilots maintain 
their situational awareness, keep their heads on a swivel, and listen carefully to instructions from the 
tower.

Nation’s Busiest Airport

Radio Failure
By: Travis R Tisdale
Air Traffic Manager | Deer Valley ATCT

As a pilot, losing the ability 
to communicate can be an 
unnerving experience. Having 
an aircraft in your airspace that 
you are unable to talk to is also 
very unsettling. From time to 
time, things like this will happen 
and all we can do is make sure 
we are prepared when they do. 

The first thing you should do 
when realizing you have lost 
the ability to communicate with 
ATC because of radio failure 
(NORDO) is to enter code 7600 
into your transponder. Even 
though you are unable to talk 
directly with ATC, this code will 
alert all ATC facilities with radar 
displays of your situation. When 
an aircraft squawks any of the 
special codes (Emergency 
or Radio Failure) an audible 
alarm will sound and notify all 
local ATC facilities there is an 
aircraft in need of assistance. 
With the code, we are able to 
determine your location and 
track your movement. For 
example, we recently had an 
aircraft experience radio failure 
this week. The aircraft was 10 
to 12 miles northwest of the 
field which was not on the radar 
display of the controller working 

the North side. As soon as 
the pilot put 7600 into their 
transponder, alarms all over 
the Phoenix Valley at every 
Air Traffic facility with a 
radar display alerted. In this 
case, the controller at Deer 
Valley immediately searched 
their radar display and was 
able to see aircraft with radio 
failure northwest of the field. 
At the same time, Phoenix 
Approach Control called to 
ensure Deer Valley was aware 
of the aircraft. The controllers 
at Deer Valley kept a close eye 
on the radio failure aircraft to 
determine where he was going 
and what they might need to do 
next in order to accommodate 
them. The aircraft made its way 
toward DVT and the controllers 
moved aircraft in the pattern 
in order to make space for the 
NORDO aircraft. The controllers 
in the tower also got the Light 
Gun ready so we could signal 
the pilot and issue a landing 
clearance. The aircraft landed 
safely and eventually made its 
way back to the ramp. 

Some other important things 
to remember. Land on the 
runway closest from the 

 

direction you are inbound from. 
Once on the ground, exit the 
runway in the direction closest 
to the ramp. For example, 
if you landed Runway 7L at 
DVT, then you should exit the 
runway to the North and look 
for light gun signals to taxi to 
the North ramp. If a pilot landed 
on runway 7L and exited to the 
South, we would have no idea 
what they were going to do. Will 
they stop short of the South 
runway or will they just continue 
across? Do they see the 
aircraft on short final? The pilot 
can’t see the light gun signals 
from the tower because of the 
direction they are facing. The 
point is, get to the closest ramp 
and we will work on getting you 
where you want to go later. 
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Phoenix Deer Valley Airport staff have completed 
the 2018 hangar inspections, and we wanted to 
share some of the common compliance issues 
we are seeing within the hangars. Most of these 
issues are easy to address, and we hope that 
this information will assist you in passing your 
hangar inspection next year. We are no longer 
placing Pass/Fail slips in the hangars after the 
inspections. If your hangar was found to be non-
compliant, you will receive a letter in the mail 
detailing the issues that were discovered. 

Drilling holes in the hangar siding or 
attaching items using existing screws
Unauthorized drilling continues to be an issue. 
We are seeing tenants drill through the I-beams 
and metal sheeting of the hangar, or using 
existing screws to install clocks, pictures, etc. 
Drilling holes in the metal or the concrete floor 
is prohibited, and is a violation of the General 
Aviation Handbook. 
Suggestion: Use heavy duty or rare earth magnets to 
affix your items to the hangar structure.

Power supply strips & extension cords
Power supply strips and extension cords may 
be used in the hangar; however, they need to 
be unplugged when the hangar is unoccupied. 
Refrigerators must also be plugged directly into 
the supplied hangar electrical outlet, rather than 
to the power supply strip. 
Suggestion: Remember to turn off all your appliances 
and lights when leaving the hangar. The only items 
permitted to be plugged into your outlet when you 
leave is your refrigerator, and approved battery 
maintainer device.

Refrigerators 
Refrigerators must be elevated at least 18 
inches above the floor. Extension cords are not 

permitted to be used with refrigerators. 
Suggestion: If you need to have a longer cord on the 
refrigerator to reach the electrical outlet, a UL rated 
appliance cord can be used if wired directly into the 
refrigerator. 

Improper Storage of Oil 
We identified several hangars that have open 
plastic buckets of oil, and other petroleum 
products being improperly stored. DVT has 
several waste accumulation deposit sites around 
the airport that are available for your use where 
you can empty these containers.
Suggestion: If you need to store oil, it must be stored 
in a closed lid metal container.

Battery Chargers
Solid state battery chargers may only be 
operated while you are present at the hangar, 
and they must be unplugged when leaving the 
hangar. These chargers pose a fire hazard and 
must not be operated while unattended. 
Suggestion: For more information on the selected 
approved battery maintainers, please visit 
deervalleyairport.com to view the Battery Maintainer 
Information link in the Tenant Policies section of the 
“Doing Business” tab, or visit us at the Operations 
counter. 

Another not-so-common issue that we’ve 
encountered is aircraft registration numbers that 
don’t match the registration number that we have 
on file for a particular hangar. If you acquire a 
new aircraft, please be sure to provide us with 
the updated information on the new aircraft.

Thank you for your continued cooperation. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact us 
here at Airport Operations.

Annual Hangar Inspections
By: Joel Quinn
Assistant Airport Manager
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We work closely with our Airport Manager, Ed 
Faron, and his staff, our ATC Tower Management, 
the management at Cutter Aviation, the flight 
schools and the other users of the airport to 
accomplish these objectives. 

One of the Association’s accomplishments 
early on was the effort to limit city’s hangar rent 
price adjustments to no more than the annual 
consumer price index rates. This is a major 
benefit to the DVT tenants, resulting in very 
affordable rental rates, some of the lowest in the 
region at a major airport.

Recently, we worked with our Airport Manager, 
his counterpart at the Phoenix-Goodyear 
Airport, our counterparts at the Goodyear Airport 
Tenants Association, and the Fire Marshals for 
Phoenix and Goodyear to get the City to allow 
the use of battery maintainers on our aircraft 
when unattended in our hangars. This use is 
specifically prohibited by the National Electric 
Code, which is adopted into Arizona state law 
and Phoenix and Goodyear fire codes. We 
needed to get a waiver to allow us to use these 
modern, low-power maintainers, and we had to 
prove they were safe. We had great cooperation 
for the City’s team, and excellent help from two of 
the battery maintainer manufacturers, too. There 
are some installation requirements to meet, but 

they are not complicated and actually make 
sense from a safety perspective. By the way, 
there is some news for our experimental aircraft 
owners: The recommended battery maintainers 
from Schauer are approved for use with the new 
lithium batteries from EarthX!

For more details on battery maintainer use, 
take a look at this link: http://www.dvtpilot.com/
batterymaintainer.htm

Another major activity we have been working 
on is the revision to the FAA’s hangar use 
policy. This policy was put in place by the FAA 
last summer, and we’re happy that the FAA’s 
new policy is much less restrictive. It mandates 
that airport hangars must be reserved for 
active aircraft storage. We’re looking forward 
to the release of a new revision of the city’s GA 
Handbook, also referred to at the Tenant Manual, 
which will incorporate these FAA updates. There 
is a link to the FAA policy on our website: 
http://www.dvtpilot.com

Over the next newsletter issues, we will have 
some articles on producing in-flight videos, 
thoughts on additional service providers on 
the airport, and the hangar use changes. If 
you have any ideas for articles or suggestions 
for the DVPA, please send us an e-mail at 
Communications@dvtpilot.com.

The Deer Valley Pilots Association (DVPA) was formed more than 40 years ago with the intent 
to encourage further development of the airport and facilities and optimize the working relationship 
between our members and the airport’s management team. We are an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization, with up to 12 Board members elected by our members. 

Items of Interest Include:
• Governmental policies and administrative actions at the federal, state, and local levels 

as applied to aviation at Deer Valley Airport
• Space rental agreements at the Airport operations and maintenance facilities 

• Corrective actions by the City of Phoenix 
• How aviation funds are dispersed 

• Opportunities for members to have social interaction in order to initiate 
better communication, information and public awareness of the pilot community 

• To provide a method and the best vehicle to effectively and continuously improve 
the level of services to the general aviation community at Deer Valley Airport 

• To promote safety in general aviation and community awareness of aviation safety

Deer Valley Pilots Association
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Rick Rogowski began his 
career in aviation in June 2012 
as an Airfield Maintenance 
Worker II working with the 
airfield striping crew. He 
worked at Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport before 
moving to Phoenix Deer Valley 

Airport as an Airport Operations 
Technician in December 2014. 
Rick has continued to work at 
Deer Valley and was promoted 
to a Supervisor I in October 
2016. Most recently, Rick was 
promoted to a Supervisor II in 
April 2018. As a Supervisor II 
his primary job duties are safety, 
security and customer service 
for our tenants, customers, 
visitors and employees and 
ensuring that our Rules and 
Regulations are properly 
enforced. Rick is also assisting 
with working construction 
projects and ensuring that 
NOTAMs are properly posted.

Rick was born in Michigan 
and relocated to Arizona in 
2004. He will tell you that he 
would rather blow dust off his 

truck then have to find his truck 
in the snow. Rick is married, 
has a son who just graduated 
kindergarten, and one dog. He 
still goes back to Michigan to 
visit family and friends and of 
course fish, but has found his 
home here.

Rick loves most sports, and 
some of his favorite teams are 
the Detroit Red Wings and the 
Detroit Lions. On his time off, 
he likes to spend time with his 
family, going fishing and hiking. 
Rick loves to travel to new 
places which often incorporates 
many of his passions from 
seeing new things, aviation 
and being able to go hiking or 
fishing depending on where he 
is traveling.

DVT Staff Spotlight
By: Kim Siebert
DVT Administrative Assistant

SPOTTED AT DVT

Musician Kenny G flew into DVT this month! Kenny parked his de Havilland 
Canada DHC-2 Beaver aircraft on his way to Toronto, Canada, and parked the 
aircraft for the night here at Deer Valley Airport.
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702 W. Deer Valley Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85027

deervalleyairport.com


